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DETAILED ACTION 

In the response to the restriction requirement, Applicant elects group III, claims 5 and 8- 
12, directed to a swellable hydrogel forming polymer, embrace the composition of group 
I, claims 1-3. 

In the condition if the composition of group III is in condition for allowance, then the 
composition of group I, claims 1-3 will be rejoined and be allowed also. 
Further, group II, claim 4, and group IV, directed to a process for preparing the polyol 
ether of group I and the process for preparing a crosslinked swellable hydrogel forming 
polymer of group III, will be rejoined and be allowed also. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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Claims 5 and 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
WO 03/095496 of record on 1449. 

The reference discloses active carbohydrate containing protective reagents 
represented by a carbohydrate central unit, which is attached to a polymer chain at least 
one of the hydroxyl groups and to an active linkage group at the anomeric position of 
the carbohydrate unit, and their use for production of biologically active molecules (see 
Abstract; page 3, line 8 to page 8, line 4; claims 1-19; examples 1-3). 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 5 and 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
EP 0997507 or WO 01/00259 or WO 93/21237 or US 6080816 OR US 5854386 or US 
6417425 or US 6350710, they are of record on 1449. 

EP 0997507 discloses an amino functionalized polyetheracrylates as radiation 
curable compound comprising unsaturated urethane, epoxy, polyether and polyester 
(met)acrylates— (see Abstract, [0055-0066]; claims 1-14, examples 1-2); 

WO 01/00259 discloses a web of superabsorbent polymer comprising 
unsaturated carboxylic acid group, monomers such as acrylamide, maleic acid, 
anhydride, esters— (see Abstract; page 5, line 13 to page 9, line 5; claims 1-13; 
examples A-l); 

WO 93/21237 discloses a crosslinked carboxyl containing hydrophilic resin 
prepared by contacting one or more ethylenically unsaturated carboxylic acid, or salts, 
one or more comonomers of an acrylamide, vinyl pyrrolidone, cellulosic monomer—, 
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and a crosslinking compound— (See Abstract; page 3, line 3 to page 6, line 34; claims 
1-11; and the examples 1 -38); 

US 6080816 discloses a copolymer composition having an acrylic polymer base 
backbone comprising ethylenically unsaturated monomer, the backbone being insoluble 
and the arms being soluble in the composition, a melamine crosslinker and an acrylic 
polyol— (See Abstract; col. 1 , line 30 to col. 3, line 30; claims 1 -25 and examples 1 -1 0); 

US 5854386 discloses polyethers containing both hydroxyl functionality and 
unsturation functionality prepared by oxyalkylating an unsaturated monomer having at 
least one oxyalkylatable hydrogen under cited conditions (see Abstract; col. 2, line 48 to 
col. 4, line 47; claims 1-29; examples 1-4); 

US 6417425 discloses a fibrous web a blend containing superabsorbent forming 
monomer, initiator and water, and subjecting the web to polymerization condition in that 
reactants and the cited conditions are disclosed (see Abstract; col. 2, line 45 to col. 5, 
line 65; claims 1-4 and examples 1-20) 

US 6350710 discloses superabsorbent polymers composition comprising fibers 
such as polyolefins, polyacrylates, polyamides, polyesters— (see Absytract; col. 5, line 
32 to col. 8, line 26; claims 1-22, examples 1-21). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 5 and 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e or b) as anticipated by or, 
in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over references cited above. 

The disclosures of the references differ from the instant claims in that they do not 
disclose the general formula (I) in claim 1 . 

However, the compositions disclosed by the references are prepared from 
reactants and under process conditions that are inclusive of the claimed reactants and 
conditions. In view of this similarity, it would appear to be inherent that the product 
having the claimed formula could be considered inherent in the prior art. See In re Best, 
195 USPQ 430, 433 (CCPA 1977). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Due Truong whose telephone number is 571-272-1081. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Seidleck can be reached on 571-272-1078. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Due Truong/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1796 



